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found in Rayalaseema. As for the progress of the agricultural
production the 16th century was the century of progress as
we find the benevolent regime of Sri Krishnadevaraya during
the poriod and the later half of 16th century witnessed the
decline of the Vijayanagara empire.

RECLAMATION OF LANDS :

If irrigation works of the period converted dry lands,
into wet lands, the area under agiculture was extended by
reclamation of waste lands. Two improtant factors like the
gradual imcrease in population and increasing demand for
agricultural products encouraged the extensions of the area
under cultivation - Kings, Princes, Officials of the state,
agraharas, village assemblies, temples, mutts, and private
individuals took keen interest in the reclamation of lands75.
As land was available in plenty the problem of the period
was naturally to extend the area of cultivation and in this
respect the state came forward and granted remissions of
taxes for a fixid number of years and other concessions to
those who brought fresh lands under the plough. Individuate
often applied to the government for the grant of cultivable
waste lands in view of the fact that price was cheap and
remissions were easily obtainable. Under such circumstances
the state did not demand its share until the individuals who
reclaimed waste lands realised profits after meeting their
expenditure. Some times stone charters ware granted to
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